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TOP SECRET 


May 30 through Jane 3. 1959 

Synopsis of State and Intelligence material reported to the President 


LAOS 

Despite the concern of the British over the results of suppressing the 
Communist front NLHZ party, Laotian Government has nevertheless 
placed theie leader, Souphannouvong, under house arrest. Hanoi is 
alerting border forces. 


LIBERIA 


Tubman has agreed that Monrovia will be the site of the forthcoming 
conference of independent African States on Algeria. This conference 
is bound to irritate France. He will meet with Toure and Nkrumah 
in July. 

AFGHANISTAN 



On 28 May Afghanistan signed economical and technical agreements 
which include provision for Soviet assistance to build a 470-mile 
road from the Soviet border to the south. 


IRAQ 


The regime's cancellation of its 1954 military assistance agreements 
with the U.S. does not seem to be significant since the military assistance 
program had not been recognized in practice by Iraq since last Jqly. 

Qasim calls the cancellation a step to remove "factors of animosity" 
between the Iraqis and Americans. Meanwhile, Jernigan sees some 
bright spots in the situation. Qasim is more independent and may have 
a chance to form a third force. However, Communist honeycombing 
of the government remains and Russian technicians continue to arrive. 

SOUTH VIET -NAM 

Communist bands operating mainly in the Saigon Delta have damaged or 
destroyed about 40 tractors and a dredge, mostly U.S. aid equipment, in 
the last few months. Diem has urgently requested American advice 
in coping with this new sabotage. 
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